
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

         

To:   Whom it may concern  

Subject: Thusanani Foundation   

This serves as a letter of reference for the Thusanani Foundation.  

It cannot be stressed enough what a sterling job indeed this impressive and inspirational 

non-profit organization led by young people does in providing requisite University 

information and support to high school learners from rural areas across South Africa. 

Despite various efforts to transform higher education in the country, South Africa still has a 

very low higher education participation rate, and a concomitantly high drop-out rate. With a 

drop-out rate of over 50 %, (of which about 30% is at first year level) the challenge facing 

the South African higher education sector is not just access to university, but success at 

university.  

Given these circumstances, organisations such as the Thusanani Foundation which are 

dedicated to bridging the educational information gap between especially the rural high 

school learners and their urban counterparts are a much needed focused intervention. 

Many universities have a variety of support structures aimed at enhancing student success 

once they are at university. Only a handful of programmes prepare high school learners 

overtime for university beyond the annual school liaisons and recruitment campaigns. Since 

2011, Thusanani Foundation has managed to enroll numerous students from across the 

country’s remote rural areas into various institutions of higher learning in partnership with 

Universities and other role players.  This primarily volunteer, selfless ‘pay it forward’ kind of 

project led by young people and aimed at access and sustainable success in post-school 

education is exemplary of the kind of socially responsive cadre of future leadership we 

would like to see not only in our country and the continent but throughout world 

leadership. A contribution to Thusanani Foundation and its vision would not be just helping 

Thusanani as a Foundation, but joining in the chain of helping Thusanani to help others who 

also in turn will help others access opportunities which eventually would result in a systemic 

eradication of poverty and shared economic growth.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Pamela Z Dube 

Date: 10 March 2014 

Dean of Students 
Student Affairs Office 

     Wits, gives you the edge                                 


